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THE 

PREFACE 
0 go about to explain any of St; Paul's Epiſtles, 
after ſo great a Train of Expoſitor and Commenta- 
tors, might ſeem an Attempt of Vanity, cenſurable 
for its Needleſſneſs, did not the daily and approv'd 
Examples of pions and learned Men juſtify it. This may be ſome 
Excuſe for me to the Publick, if ever theſe following Papers 


ſhould chance to come abroad : But to my ſelf, for whoſe Uſe 
this Work was undertaken, I need make no Apology. "Though I 


had been converſant in theſe Epiſtles, as well as in other Parts of 


Sacred Scripture, yet I found that I underſtood them not ; I mean the 
doftrinal and dif@rrſrye parts of them : Though the praftical Di- 
reftions, which are uſually drop'd in the latter Part of each Epiſtle, 
appear 7 very plain, intelligible, and inflructive. 


I did not, when I refleCied on it , very much wonder that this part 


of Sacred Scripture had Difficulies in it, many Cauſes of Obſcurity 


did readily occur to me. The Nature of Epiſtolary Wraings in 
general, diſpoſes the Writer 10 paſs by the mentioning of many 


WI 


Things, as well known to him to whom his Letter is addreſs'd, 


which are neceſſary to be laid open to a Stranger, to make him 


comprebend what is ſaid : And it not ſeldom falls out, that a well 
Pemr'd Letter which 1s very eaſy and intelligible ta the Receiver, 
is very "_ to a Stranger, w who aaa knows what to make of 

| 2 its 
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\ felves, Nor is this all; the Subject treated of in theſe Epiſtles 
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it, The Matters that St: Paul writ about, were certainly things 
well known to thoſe he writ to, and which they had-ſome. peculiar 
Concern in, which made then eaſily apprebend his Meaning, and 
ſee the Tendency and Force of his Diſcourſe. But we having now 
at this diſtance no Information of the Occaſion of his writing, 
lathe or no Knowledge of the Temper and Circumſtances thoſe 
he writ to were in, but what is to be gather d out of the Epiſtles 


themſelves, it is not ſtrange that many things in them lie con- 


ceaF't to us, which no doubt they who were concern d in the Let- 
ter underſtood at firſt ſight. Add to this, that in many places 
tis manifeſt he anſwers Letters ſent, and Queſtions propos d to 
him, which if we had, would much better clear thoſe Paſſages 
that relate to them, than all the learned Notes of Criticks and 
Commentators, who in after-times fill us with their Conjechures ; 
for wery often, as to the Matter in hand, they are nothing elſe. 


The Language wherein theſe Epiſtles are writ, are another ; 


and that no [ſmall occaſion of their Obſcurity to us now The 
Words are Greek; a Language dead many Ages fince : A Lan- 


guage of a very witty wolatile- People, Seckers after Novelty, and 


abounding with Variety of Notions and Se&s, to which they ap- 


plied the Terms of their common Tongue with great Liberty and 


Variety : And yet this makes but one ſmall part of the Difficulty 
in the Language of theſe Epiſtles ; there is a Peculiarity in it, 
that much more obſcures and perplexes the Meaning of theſe Wrj- 


tings, than what can be occaſion'd by the Looſeneſs and Variety of 


the Greek Tongue. The Terms are Greek, but the Idiont or Turn 
of the Phraſes may be truly ſaid to be Hebrew or Syriack. The Cu- 
ftom and Familiarity of which Tongues do ſometimes ſo far in- 


fluence the Expreſſions in theſe Epiſtles, that one may obſerve the 


Force of the Hebrew Conjugations, particularly that of Hiphil gi- 


wen to Greek Verbs, in a way unknown to the Grecians them- 
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© The PREFACE 
3s. ſo wholly new, an! the Do&trines contained in them ſo perfeSt- 


may add thoſe that are peculiarly his, and owing to his Stile and 

Temper. He was, as 'tiswiſible, a Man of quick Thought, warm 
Temper, mighty well wers'd in the Writings of the Old Teſtament, 
| | 


ſlow Pace, and obſerve minutely that Order and Method of ran- 
ging all be ſaid, from which reſults an eaſie and obwious Perſpicui- 
ty. To this Plenty and Vehemence of his may be imputed thoſe 
many large Parentbeſes which a careful Reader may obſerve in his 
Epiſtles. Upon this account alſo it is, that he often breaks off in 
the Middle of an Argument, to let in ſome new Thought ſuggeſted 
by bis own Words ; which having purſued and explained as far 
as conduced to his preſent Purpoſe, he reaſſumes againthe Thread 
of his Diſcourſe, and goes on with it without taking any notice that 
be returns again to what he had been before ſaying, though ſome- 
times it be ſo far off, that it may well have (lipt out of his 
Mind, and requires a wery attentive Reader to obſerve, and ſo 
bring the disjointed Members together, as to make up tbe Connecti- 
on, and ſee bow the ſcatter d Parts of the Diſconrſe hang toge- 
ther in a coherent well-agreeing Senſe, that makes it all of a 
| IN | 
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Beſides the diſturbance in peruſing St. Paul's Exif 


fenre bis Method, and often hide his Senſ- from an unwary, 
or over-haſty Reader ; k 


If ſpeaking of himſelf 'in the firſt Perſon Singular has ſo 


various meanings ; bis uſe of the firſt Perſon Plural is with 


a far greater Latitude, ſometimes deſigning himſelf alone, 


fometimes thoſe with bimſelf whom he makes Partners to the 


Epiſtle 3 ſometimes with himſelf, comprehending the other A- 


poſtles, or Preachers of the Goſpel, or Chriſtians : Nay, 


ſometimes he in that way ſpeaks of the Converted Jews, 0- 


ther times of the Converted Gentiles, and ſometimes of 0- 


thers, in a more or leſs extended Senſe, every one of which 


aries the meaning of the Place, and makes it to be diffe- 


rently underſtood. I have forborn to trouble the Keader with 
Examples of them here. If his own Obſervation hath not 
already furmhed him with them, the following Paraphraſe and 
Notes I ſuppoſe will ſatisfie him in the point. ; 

In the current alſo of his Diſcourſe, he ſometimes drops 


in th? ObjefFions of others, and his Anſwers to them, without 


any Change in the Scheme of his Language, that might give 


| Notice of any other ſpeaking beſides himſelf. This requires 
_ great Attention to obſerve, and yet if it be neglefed or over- 


look'd, will make the Reader very much miſtake, and miſun- 
derſtand his Meaning, and render the Senſe very perplex'd. 


Theſe are intrinfick difficulties arifmmg from the Text it ſelf, 
whereof trere might be a great many ot ner named, as the un- 
certainty, ſometimes, who are the Perſons he ſpeaks to, or the 
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es, 


from the Plenty and Vivacity of his Thoughts, which may ob- 
e frequent changing of the Perſon- 


age he ſpeaks in,. renders the Senſe very uncertain, and is apt 
'to miſlead one that has not ſome Clu» to guide him ;, ſome- 
times by the Pronoun 1, he means himſelf ; ſometimes any 
Chriſtian; ſometimes a Jew, and ſometimes any Man, &c, 
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The PREFACE "9 ii 
Opinions or Prattices which he bas in his Eye, ſonictimes in 
alluding to them, ſometimes in his Exhortations and Reproofs. 
'But thoſe above mentioned being the chief, it may ſnſfice to have 
opened our Eyes a little upon them, which, well examin'd, may 
contribute towards our Diſcovery of the reſt. 

| To theſe we may ſubjoyn two external Cauſes that have made 
no ſmall increaſe of the Native and Original Difficulties that keep 
us from an eaſte and aſſur d Diſcovery of St. Paul's Senſe, in 
many parts of his Epiſtles, and thoſe are, 

Fir8t, The dividing of them into Chapters and Verſes, as 
we have done, whereby they are fo chop'd and minc'd, and as 
* they are now Printed, ſtand ſo broken and dwided, that not 
> only the Common People take the Verſes uſually for diſtin# A- 
p phoriſms, but even Men of more advanced Knowledge in read- 

ing them, loſe very much of the ſtrength and force of the Co- 
herence, and the Light that depends on it. Our Minds are 
fo weak and narrow, that they have need of all the helps and 
afſiftances can be procur'd, to lay before them undiſturbedly, the 
jk; Thread and Coherence of any Diſcourſe ; by which alone they are 
We truly improwd and lead into the Genuine Senſe of the Author. 
[i When the Eye is conſtantly diſturb'd with looje Sentences, that 
” by their ſtanding and ſeparation, appear as ſo many diſtin 
* Fragments; the Mind will have much ado to take 111, and car- 
W ry on in its Memory an uniform Diſcourſe of dependent Rea- 
; Biitker: eſpecially having from the Cradle been uſed to wrong 
A Impreſſions concerning them, and conſtantly accuſtowd to hear 
f them quoted as diſtin Sentences, without any limitation or ex- 
plication of their preciſe Meaning from the Place they ftand in, 
* and the Relation they bear to what goes before, or follows. 
b Thefe Diviſions alſo have given occaſion to the reading theſe 
” Epiſtles by parcels and in ſcraps, which has farther confirm'd 
, the Evil ariſing from ſuch partitions. And. I doubt not but 
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every one will confeſs it to be a wery unlikely way to come to. 


The PREFACE. 


the Underſtanding of any other Letters, to read them Peice- 


meal, a Bit to day, and another Scrap to morrow, and ſo on 


by broken Intervals ; Eſpecially if the Pauſe and Ceſſation 


| ſhould be made as the Chapters the Apoſtles Epiſtles are diwi- 


ded into do end ſometimes in the middle of a Diſcourſe, and 
ſometimes in the middle of a Sentence. It cannot therefore 
but be wondred, that that ſhould be permitted to be done to 
Holy Writ, which would wiſibly diſturb the Senſe, and hinder 
the Underſtanding of any other Book whatſoever. If Tully's 


Epiſtles were ſo printed, and ſo uſed, I ask whither they would 


not be much harder to be underſtood, leſs eaſy and leſs pleaſant 
to be read by much than now they are © 

How plain ſoever this Abuſe is, and what Prejudice ſoever 
it does to the Underſtanding of the Sacred Scripture, yet if a 
Bible was printed as it ſhould be, and as the ſeveral Parts of 
it were writ, in continued Diſcourſes where the Argument us 
continued, I doubt not bit the ſeveral Parties would complain 
of it, as an Innovation, and a dangerous Change in the pub- 


 liſbing thoſe holy Books. And indeed thoſe who are for main- 


taining their Opinions, and the Syſtems of Parties by Sound of 
Words, with a Negle& of the true Senſe of Scripture, would 
have reaſon to make and foment the Outcry. 1hey would moſt 
of them be immediately diſarm'd of their great Magazine of 
Artillery wherewith they defend themſelves, and- fall upon 
others, if the Holy Scripture were but laid before the Eyes of 
Chriſtians in its die Conneciion and Conſiſtency, it would not 


then be ſo eaſy to ſuatch out a few Words, as if they were ſepa- 


rate from 1he reſt, to ſerve a Purpoſe, towhach they do not at all 
velong, and with which they have nothing to do. - But as the 
matter now jtinds, he that bas a mind to it, may at a cheap 


rate be a noiabie Champion for the 1ruth, that 16, for the Do- 
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The PREFACE. 
Frines of the Sect that Chance or Intereſt has caſt him into. He 


need but be furniſhed with Verſes of Sacred Scripture, containing 
Words and Expreſſions that are but flexible (as all general ob- 


ſerre and doubtful ones are) and bis Syſtem that has appropria- 


ted them to the Orthodorie of bis Church, makes them immedt- 
ately ſtrong and irrefragable Arguments for bis Opinion. This 
6 the Benefit of looſe Sentences, and Scripture crumbled into 
Verſes, which quickly turn into independent Aphoriſms. But 
if the Qrotation in the Verſe produc'd, were conſider'd as a part 
of a continued coherent Diſcourſe, and ſo its Senſe were limited 
by the Tcnour of the Contezt, mo$t of theſe forward and warm 


 Diſputants would be quite ſtrip d of thoſe, which they doubt not 


now to call Spiritual Weapons, and they would bave often nothing 
to ſay that world not ſhew their Weakneſs, and manifeſtly fly 
-1 their Faces. 1 crave leave to ſet down a SaylNg of the 
Learned and Judicious Mr. Selden, © In inter reting the 
« Scripture, [avs he, mary d0 as if a Man ſhould K one have 
ps Ten Pounds, which ke reckowd by 1,2, 3 49 5 6, 7, >, 9, 
10. meaning Four W4s but four Unttes, and five five V- 

K nites, 8c. and bat be bad in all but Ten Pounds : The 
K ther that ſees Þim, rakes not the Figures together, as he 
« Joth, but picks here ind there ; and thereupon reports that 
G þe bad five Pounds 1N one Bag, and ſit Pounds in another 
« Bag, and mins Pounds in ano:ber. Bag, XC. when as 1n 
truth he has but ten Pounds in all. © 59 we pick out a Text 
here and there, #0 make it ſerve our turn ; whereas if we? take 
* it altogether, and conſider what went before, and what fol- 
« [owed after, We ſhould find it meant 10 ſuch thing. 1 have 
heard ſober Chriſtians very. much admire Why ordinary illiterate 
People, who were Profeſſrs, that ſhew'd a Concern for Religt- 
on, ſeem'd much more converſant in of. Paul's Epiſtles, than 
in the plainer, and as it ſeem'd t0 them miucn more eigts 
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The /PREFACE 
Parts of the New Teſtament ; T hev confeſſed that tho they read 


St. Paul's Epiſtles with their be$t Attention, yet they generally 
found them too bard to be maiter'd, and they labour'd in vain fo 


Y far to reach the Apſtless Meaning all along in the Train of what 


he ſaid, as to read them with that Satis; atÞ1on that ariſes from a 
feeling that we underſtand and fully comprehend the Force and 
Reaſoning of an Author ; and therefore they could not imagin 
what thoſe & in them, whole Eves they thwght not much bet- 


ter than their own. But the Caſe was plain, Theſe ſober in- 


quiſitive Readers had a mind to ſee nothing in St. Paul's Epi- 
ſtles but ju$ what he meant ; whereas thoſe others of a quicker 
and gayer Sight could ſee in them what they pleaſed. Nothing 
is more acceptable to Phanſre than plyant Terms and Expreſſions 


| that are not obſtinate, in ſuch it can find its account with De- 
light, and with them be illuminated, Orthodox, infallible at 


pleaſure, and in its own way. But where the Senſe of the Au- 
thor goes viſibly in its own Train, and the Words, receiving 
a determin'd Senſe from their Companions and Adjacents, will 
not conſent to give Countenance and Colour to what is agreed to 
be right, and mu$t be ſupported at any rate, there Men of eſfta- 
bliſh'd Orthodoxie do not ſo well find their Satisfaftion, And 
perhaps if it were well examin'd, it would be no very extrava- 
gant Paradox to ſay, that there are fewer that bring their Opi- 
nions to the Sacred Scripture to be tried by that infallible Kule, 


than bring the Sacred Scripture to their Opinions, to bend it to 


them, to make it as they can a Cover and Guard of them, And 
to this Purpoſe its being divided into Verſes, and brought as 
much as may be into looſe and general Aphoriſms, makes it mot 


uſeful and ſerviceable. And in this lies the other great Cauſe 


of Obſcurity and P erplexedneſs, which has been ca4 upon $S+ 
Paul's Epiſtles from without, ' CEN! 
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The PREFACE. 
_ . St. Paul's Epiſtles, as they ſtand tranſlated in onr Engliſh 
Bibles, are now by long and conſtant Uſe become a part of the 
Ergliſh Language, and common Phraſeology, eſpecially in Mat- 
ters of Religion; This every one uſes familiarly, and thinks be 
underſtands, but it muſt be obſerved, that if be has a diſtin 


meaning when he uſes thoſe Words and Phraſes, and knows bim- 


ſelf what be intends by them, it is alway according to the Senſe 
of his own Syſtem, and the Articles or Interpretations of the So- 
ciety he 1s engaged in. S0 that all this Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding which he has in the Uſe of theſe Paſſages of Sacred 
Scripture, reaches no farther than this, that be knows (and 
that is very well ) what he himſelf ſays, but thereby knows no- 
thing at all what St. Paul ſaid in them. The Apoſtle writ not 
by that Man's Syſtem, and ſo his Meaning cannot be known by 
it. This being the ordinary way of underſtanding the Epiſtles, 
and every Se& being perfecily Orthodox in its own Judgment : 
What a great and mwuincible Darkneſs mu$t this ca$t upon St. 


_ Paul's Meaning to all thoſe of that way, in all thoſe Places 


where bis Thoughts and Senſe run counter to what any Party 
bas eſpouſed for Orthodox ; as it mu$t unavoidably to all but 
one of the different Syſtems, in all thoſe Paſſages that any way 
relate to the Points in Controverſte between them. 

This is a Miſchief which, however frequent and almo$t na- 
tural, reaches ſo far, that it would juſtly make all thoſe who 
depend upon them, wholly diffident of Commentators, and let 
them ſee, bow little Help was to be expected from them in rely- 
ing on them for the true Senſe of the Sacred Scripture, did they 
not take care to help to cozen themſelves, by chooſing to ufe and 
pin their Faith on ſuch Expoſtors as explam the Sacred Scripture 
in favour of thoſe Opinions that they befcre-hand Þave woted Or- 
thodox, and brang to the Sacred Scripture not for 1rial, but Con- 


 firmation. No Body can think that auy Text of vt. Paul's Epi- 
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piftles has two contrary Meanings, and yet ſo it muſt have totwo 
different Men, who taking two Commentators of different Sets 
for their reſpeive Guides into the Senſe of any one of the Epi- 
files, ſhall build upon their reſpective Expoſitions. We need 
go no further for a. Proof of it, than the Notes of the two Ce- 
lebrated Commentators on the New Teſtament, Dr. Hammond 
and Beta, both Men of Parts and Learning, and both thought 


by their Followers Men mighty in the Sacred Scriptures. So 


that here we ſee the hopes of great Benefit and I 1ght from Ex- 
Poſttors and Commentators, is in a great part abated, and thoſe 
who have mo$t need of their Help, can receive but little from 
them, and can have wery little Aſſurance of reaching the Apo- 


ftl"s Senſe by what they find in them, whilſt Matters remain 


in the ſame State they are in at preſent. For thoſe, who find 
they need Help, and would borrow Light from Expoſitors, ez- 
ther conſult only thoſe who have the good luck to be thought ſound 
and Orthodox, avoiding thoſe of different Sentiments from them- 
ſelves in the great and approved Points of their Syſtems, as 
dangerous and not fit to be medled with ; or elſe with Indiffe- 
rency look into the Notes of all Com nentators promiſcuonſly. [he 
fir$t of theſe take Pains only to confirm themſelves in the Opini- 
ons and Tenents they have already, which whether it be the 
way to get the true Meaning of what St. Paul deliver'd, 3s eaſy 
to determin. The others with much more Fairneſs to themſelves, 
tho with reaping little more Advantage ( unleſs they have ſome- 
thing elſe to guide them into the Apoſtle's Meaning than the 
Comments themſelves) ſeck Help on all bands, and refuſe not 
to be taught by any one, who offers to enlighten them in any o 


the dark Paſſages. But here tho they avoid the Miſchief which 
the others fall into, of being confin'd in their Senſe, and ſeeing 


aothing but that in St. Paul's Writings, be it right or wrong ; 


yet they run into as great on the other fide, and inſtead of being- 
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confirm'd in the meaning, that they thought they ſaw in the Text, 
are diſtracted wih an hundred, ſuggeſted by thoſe they adviſed 
with, and ſo inſt:ad of that one Senſe of tve Scripture which 
they carried with them to their Commentators, return from them 
with none at all. > 

1hzs indeed ſeems to make the Caſe deſperate : For if the Com- 
ments and Expoſitions of prous and learned Men cannot be de- 
pended on, whether ſhall we go for Help * To which I anſwer, 
I would not be miſt iken, as if 1 thought the Labours of the Lear- 
|; ned in this Caſe wholly lo8t, and fruitleſs. There 3s great Uſe 

Fa and Benefit to be made of them, when we have once got a Kule 

to hnow which of their Expoſitions, in the great Variety there is of 

them, explains the Words and Phraſes according to the Apoſtle's 
Meaning. Till then 'tis evident, from what 3s above ſaid, they 
ſerve for the moſt part to no other Vſe, but either to make us find 
our own Senſe, and not Þis in St. Paul's Words; or elſe to find in 
them no ſettled Senſe at all. 
Here #t will be ask'd, how ſhall we come by this Rule you men- 
tion? Where 3s that louchſtune to be had, ihat will ſhew us n he- 
ther the Meaning we our ſelves put, or take as put by others up- 
on St Paul's Words in his Epiſtles, be truly his Meaning or no? 
I will not ſay the way which I propoſe, and bave in the follows 
ing Paraphraſe follow'd, will make us infallible in our Imerpreta- 
trons of the Apoſile's Text : But this I will own, that 1ill I took 
' this way, St. Paul's Epiſtles to me, in ihe ordmary way of read- 
ing and ſtudying them, were wery obſcure Farts of Scripture, that 
left me almoſt every where at a loſs, and | was at a great Vn- 
certainty in which of the contrary Senſes, that were to be found in 
his Commentators, he was to be taken. Whether n hat I have done 
| bas made it any clearer aud mire viſible now, I muſt leave others 
to judge. This 1 beg leave to ſay for my ſelf, that if ſome very ſober 
judicious Chriſtians, no Strangers to the Sacred SO ay 
earned 
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learned Divines of the Church of England, had not profeſſed that 
by the Peruſal of theſe following Papers, they underſtood the Epi- 


ftles better much than they d:d before, and had not with repeated 


Inſtances preſſed me to publiſh them, 1 ſhould not have conſented 
they ſbould have gone beyond my own private Vſe, for which they 
were at firſt deſigned, and where they made me not repent my Pains. 


If any one be ſo far pleaſed with my Endeavours, as to think it 


worth while to be informed, what was the Clue I guided my ſelf 


by through all the dark Paſſages of theſe Epiſtles, I ſhall minutely 
tell bum the Steps by which I was brought into this way, that he 
may judge whether I proceeded rationally, upon right Grounds or 
no, if ſo be any thingin ſo mean an Example as mine may be worth 
hns notice. | 


After I bad found by long Experience, that the reading of the 


Text and Comments in the ordinary way proved not ſo ſucceſsful 
as | wiſh'd to the end propos'd, I began to ſuſpe& that in reading 
a Chapter as was uſual, and thereupon jometimes conſulting Ex- 


Poſitors upon ſome bard Places of it, which at that time mo$t af- 


fected me, as relating to Points then under Conſideration in 


own Mind, or in Debate among$t others, was not a right Method 
to get into the true Senſe of theſe Epiſtles. I ſaw plainly, after I 


began once to refle&+ on it, that if any one now ſhould write me a 


Letter, as long as St. Paul's to the Romans, concerning ſuch a 


Matter as that is, in a Stile as Foreign, and Expreſſions as du- 
bious as bjs ſeem to be, if 1 ſhould divide it into fifteen or ſixteen 
Chapters, and read of them one to day, and another to mor- 
row, &c. it was ten to one 1 ſhould never come to a full and 


clear Comprehenſion of it. The way to underſtand the Mind of 


him that writ it, every one would agree, was to read the whole 


Letter through from one end to the other, all at once, to ſeewhat 


was the main Subje& and Iendency of it : or if it had ſeveral 
Views and Purpoſes in it, not dependent one of another, noy 
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in a Subordination to one chief Aim and End, to diſcover 
what thoſe different Matters were, and where the Author con- 


cluded one, and began another ; and if there were any Neceſ- 


fity of dividing the Epiſtle into Parts, to make the Boundaries 


of them. 

In Proſecution of this Thought, I concluded it neceſſary, 
for the underſtanding of any one of St. Paul's Epiſtles, to 
read it all through at one Sitting, and to obſerve as well as 1 
could the Drift and Deſign of his writing it. If the firſt 
reading gave me ſome Light, the ſecond gave me more ; and 
ſo I perſifted on reading conſtantly the whole Epiſtle over at 
once, till I came to have a good general View of the Apoſtle's 
main Purpoſe in writing the Epiſtle, the chief Branches of 
his Diſcourſe wherein he proſecuted it, the Arguments he u- 
ſed, and the Diſpoſition of the whole. 

This, I confeſs, 3s not to be obtained by one or two haſty 
Readings ; it muft be repeated again and again, with a cloſe 
Attention to the Tenour of the Diſcourſe, aud a perfect Ne- 
gle& of the Diviſions into Chapters and Verſes. On the con- 
trary, the ſafeſt way is to ſuppoſe, that the Epiſtle has but 
one Buſineſs, and one Aim, till by a frequent Peruſal of it, 
you are forced to ſee there are diftin&t independent Matters in 
it, which will forwardly enough ſhew themſelves. 

It requires ſo much more Pains, Fudgment and Application, 


to find the Coherence of obſcure and abſftiruſe Writings, and 


makes them ſo much the more unfit to ſerve Prejudice and 


Pre-occupation when found, that it is not to be won#ered that 
St, Pauls Epiſtles bave with many paſſed rather for disjointed, 
looſe pions Diſcourſes, full of Warmth and Zeal, and Over- 
flows of Light, rather than for calm ſtrong coherent Reaſonings, 
that carried a Thread of Argument and Con(eftency all through 
them. 
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But this muttering of lazy or ill diſpoſed Readers, hindered 
me not from perſiſting in the Courſe 1 had began, I continued to 


read the ſame Epiſtle over and over, and over again, till I came 
to diſcover, as appeared to me, what was the Drift and 


Aim of it, and by what Steps and Arguments vt, Paul pro- | 


ſecuted bis Purpoſe. I remembred that St. Paul was mira- 
enlouſly called to the Miniftry of the Goſpel, and declared to 
be a choſen Veſſel ; that he had the whole Doctrine of the 
Goſpel from God by immediate Revelation, and was appoin- 
ted ro be the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, for the propagating of 
it in the Heathen #4 orld. This was enough to perſwade me, 
that he was not a Man of looſe and ſhattered Parts, uncapa- 
ble to argue, and unfit to conwince thoſe he had to deal with. 
God knows bow to chooſe fit Inftruments for the Buſineſs be 
employs them in. A large Stock of Fewiſh Learning be had 
taken in at the Feet of Gamaliel, aud for bis Information in 
Chriſtian Knowledge, aid the Myſteries and Depths of the 
Diſpenſation of Grace by Jeſus Chrifl, God himjelf had con- 
deſcended to be his Inftrudter and Teacher. Tye Light «f the 
Goſpel be bad received from the Fountain and Father of Light 
bimjelf, who, I concluded, had not furniſhed him in this 
exiraordinary manner, if all this plentiful Stock, of Learning 
and Illumination had been in danger to have been loſt, or 
proved uſeleſs, in a jumbled and confuſed Head , nor have laid 
up ſuch a Store of admirable and ujeful Knowledge in a Man, 
who for want of Method and Order, Clearneſs of Conception, 
or Pertinency in Diſcourſe, could not draw it out into UVſe 
with the greateſt Advantages of Force and Coherence. That 
be knew how to proſecute his Purpoſe with Strength of Ar- 
gument and cloſe Reaſ.ning, without incoherent Sallies, gr 
the inlermixing of things foreign to his Buſineſs, was ewj- 


dent to me from ſeveral Speeches of his recorded in the As : 


And 
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OO ThePREFACE xvii 
And it was bard to thinkthat a Man that could talk with fo much Con- 
fiſtency and Clearneſs of Conwiion, ſhould not be able to write with- 
ont Confuſion, inextricable Obſcurity, and perpetual Rambling. The 
Furce,Order and Perſpicuity of thoſe Diſcourſes could not be denied to 


be wery viſible. How then came it that the like was thought much 


wanting in his Epiſtles ® and of this there appear d to me this plain 
Reaſon : The Particularities of the Hiſtory in which theſe Speeches 
are inſerted, ſhew St. Paul's end in Speaking, which being ſeen, cafts 
a Light on the whole, and ſhews the Pertinency of all that he ſays. 
But his Epiſtles not being ſo circumſtantiated ; there being no con- 


curring Hiſtory that plainly declares the Diſpoſition St. Paul was in, 


what the Actions, ExpeCiations, or Demands of thoſe to whom he 
writ, required him to ſpeak to, we are no where told. All this 
and a great deal more neceſſ: ary to guide 85 into the true meaning of 
the Epiſtles, is to be had only from the Epiſtles themſelves, and 
fo be gather d from thence with ſtubborn Attention, and more than 
common Application. 


This being the only ſafe Guide ( under the Spirit of God, that di- 
Gated theſe Sacred Writings ) that can be relyd on, I hope T may 


be excuſed, if I venture to ſay, that the utmo$i ought to be done to 


obſerve and trace out St. Paul's Reaſonings ; to follow the Thread of 


his Diſcourſe in each of his Epiſtles ; to ſhew how it goes on ſtill 
direGied with the ſame View, and pertinently drawing the ſeveral 
Incidents towards the ſame Point. To underſtand him right, his 


 Inferences ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved ; and it ſhould be carefully ex- 


amined from what they are drawn, and what they tend to. He is 
certainly a coherent, argumentative, pertinent Writer, and Care I 


think ſhould be taken in expounding of him, to ſhew that he 4s ſo. 


But tho I ſay be bas weighty Aims in his Epiſtles, which be ſteadily 
keeps in his Eye, and arives at in all that he ſays, yet I do not ſay 
that he puts his Diſcourſes into an artificial Method, or leads bis 
Reader into a Diſtin&ion of bs ah or gives them notice of 

| new 
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new Matter by Rhetorical or ſtudy'd Tranſuions. He has no Orna- 
ments borrow'd from the Greek Eloquence ; no Notions of their Phi- 
lofophy mix'd with his DoGrine to ſet it off The inticing Words 
of Man's Wildom, whereby be means all the ſtudied Rules of the 
Grecian Schools, which made them ſuch Maſters in the Art of Speak- 
ing, he, as he ſays himſelf, 1 Cor. 2. 4. wholly negleGied. The 
Reaſon whereof he gives in the next Verſe, and in other places. But 
tho Politeneſs of Language, Delicacy of Stile, Fineneſs of Expreſſi- 
on, laboared Periods, artificial Tranſitions, and a very methodical 
ranging of the Parts with ſuch other Imbelliſhments as make a Di- 
{courſe enter the Mind ſmoothly, and ſtrike the Phanſie at firſt bear- 
ing, have little or no place in his Siule, yet Coherence of Diſcourſe, 
and a dire&i Tendency of all the Parts of it, to the Argument in hand, 
are moſt eminently to be found in him. This 1 take to be his Chaxa- 
Ger, and doubt not but he will be found to be ſo upon diligent Ex- 
amination. And in this if it be ſo, we bawe a Clue, if we will 
take the Pains to find it, that will condu&i us with Surety through 
thoſe ſeemingly dark Places, and imagined Intricacies in which 
Chriſtians bave wander'd ſo far one from another, as to find quite 
contrary Senſes. | | 

I bether a ſuperficial Reading, accompanied with the common 
Opinion of his invmcible Obſcurity, bas kept off ſome from ſeeking in 


' him theCoherence of a Diſcourſe tending with cloſe ſtrong reaſoning 


to a Point ; Or a ſeemingly more honourable Opinion of one that had 
been wrap d up into the Third Heaven, as if from a Man ſo warm'd 


and illuminated as he had been, nothing could be expeGied but Flaſhes 


of Light, and Raptures of Zeal, hinder'd others to look for a Train 


of Reaſoning, proceeding on regular and cogent Argumentation from 
a Man rais'd above the ordinary pitch of Humanity to an bigher and 
brighter way of Illumination ; Or elſe whether others were lath to beat 
their Heads about the Tenor and Coherence in St. Paul's Diſcourſes, 


which if found ont, poſſibly might ſet him at a manifeſt and irrecon- 
caleable 
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cileable Difference with their Syſtems, *tis certain that whatever 
bath been the Canſe, this way of getting the true Senſe of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, ſeems not to have been much made uſe of, or at lea$ fo 
throughly purſued as I am apt to think it deſerves. ; 

For, granting that he was full flor d with the Knowledge of the 
things he treated of : For be had Light from Heaven, it was God 
bimſelf furniſhed him, and he could not want : Allowing alſo that 
he had Ability to make uſe of the Knowledge had been given him 
for the end for which it was given him, viz. the Information, Con- 
wiction, and Converſion of others; and accordingly that hz knew 
how to dire& his Diſcourſe to the Point in hand, we cannot widely 
miſtake the Karts of his Diſcourſe imploy d about it, when we have 
any where found out the Pomt he drives at : Where-cver we have 


got a View of his Deſign, and the Aim be propoſed to himſelf in 


| Writing, we may be ſure that ſuch or ſuch an Interpretation does 


not give us his genuine Senſe, it being nothing at all to his preſent 
purpoſe. Nay among warious Meanings given a Text, it fails 
not to dire us to the beſt, and very often to aſſure ns of the true. 
For it is no Preſumption, when one fees a Man arguing for this or 


X1X 


that Propoſition, if be be a ſober Man, Maſter of Keaſon or common | 


Senſe, and takes any care of what he ſays, to pronounce with Con= 
fidence in ſeverai Caſes, that he could not talk thus or thus. 

I do not yet ſo mrgnifie this Method of ftudying St. Paul's Epi- 
ftles, as well as other tarts of Sacred Scripture, as tothink it will per- 
feeily clear every hard Flace, and leave no Voubt unreſolved, I know 


Expreſſions now out of uſe, Opinions of theſe 11mes, not heard of 


an our days, Alluſions to Cuſtoms toft to #5, and various Circum- 
ftances and Particulariti:s of the Parties, which we cannot come 
at, &c. muſt needs contiine ſeveral Faſjages in the dark now to 


#45 at this diſtance, which ſhon with full Light to thoſe they were 
direSied to. but for all that the ſtudying of vt. Paul's Epiſtles in 


the way I have propoſed, will, 1 huibly concerve, carry us a 
I” "0 great 
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great length in the right underflanding of them, and make he ts 


Joyce inthe Light we receive from thoſe moſt uſeful Parts.of Divine 


Revelation, by furniſhing us with viſible Grounds that we are not 
miſtaken, whilſt the Conſiſtency of the Diſcourſe, and the Pertinency 
of it to the Deſign he is upon, wonches it worthy of our great Apo- 


file. At leaſt T hope it may be my Excuſe for having indeavour- 


ed to make St. Paul an Interpreter to me of his own Epiſtles. 


To this may be added another Help which St. Paul himſelf af- 


fords us towards the attaining the true meaning contained in his 


Epiſtles. He that reads bing with the Attentioa I propoſe, wilt 
eaſily obſerve, that as he was full of the Doftrine of the Goſpel, ſo 


it lay all clear and in order open to bis view. When he gave his 


Thoughts Utterance upon any Point, the Matter flow'd like a Tor- 


rent, but 'tis plain twas a Matter he was perfedly Maſter of : he 


fully poſſeſs d the entire Revelation he had receiv d from God, had 


throughly d; geſted it 3 all the Parts were formed together in his 
Mind inio one well contracted harmonious Body. So that he was 
#0 Way at Uncertainty, nor ever in the leaſt at a loſs concerning any 


Branch of 1 


the ſame, tho his Expreſſions very various, In them he ſeems to 
take great Liberty. This at leaft is certain, that no one ſeems leſs 
tied up to a Form of Words. If then having by the Method before 
propoſed got into the Senſe of the ſeveral Epiſtles, we will but com- 
pare what he ſays, in the Places where be treats of the ſame Sub- 
je, we can hardly be miſtaken in his Senſe, nor doubt what it 


' was, that he believed and taught concerning thoſe Points of the 
Chriſtian Religion. T1 know it is not unuſual to find a Multztude 


of 1lexts heaped up. for the maintaining of an eſpouſed P ropoſition, 
but in a Senſe often ſo remote from their true Meaning, that one can 
hardly avoid thinking that thoſe who ſo uſed them, either fought 
uot or valued not the Senſe; aud were ſatisfied withthe Sound where 

they 
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t. One may ſee his Thou ghts were all of a piece in all 
bis Epiſtles, his Notions were at all times uniform, and conftantly 
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great Number of Epiſtles, which tho upon different Occaſions, 
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they could but get that to favour them. But a verbal Concordance 
leads not always to Texts of the ſame meaning ; truſting too much 


XXA 


thereto, will furniſh us but with ſlight Proofs in many Caſes, 


and any one may obſerve how apt that 3s to Jumble together Paſ- 


ſages of Scripture not relating to the ſame Matter, and thereby to 


diſturb and unſettle the true meaning of Holy Scripture. I have 
therefore ſaid that we ſhould compare together Places of Scripture 
treating of the ſame Point. Thus indeed one part of the Sacred 
Text conld not fail to give light unto another. And ſince the 


that St. Paul has writ a 


and to ſeveral Purpoſes, yet are all confined within the Buſineſs 
of bis Apoſtleſhip, and ſo contain nothing but Points of Chriſti- 


- an Inſtruction, among$t which he ſeldom fails to drop in, and 


often to inlarge on the great and diflinguiſhing DoGrines of our 
holy Religion ,, which, if quitting our own 1nfallibility in that 
Analogy of Faith which we have made to our ſelves, or have im- 
plicitly adopted from ſome other, we woul4 carefully lay toge- 


ther, and diligently compare and fiudy, I am apt to think would 


give us St. Paul's Syſtem in a clear and indiſputable Senſe, which 
every one muſt acknowledge to be a better Standard to interpret his 
Meaning by, in any obſcure and doubtful Parts of his Epiſtles, 
if any ſuch ſhould ftill remain, than the Syſtem, Confeſſion, ov 
Articles of any Church or Society of Chrijtians yet known, which 
bowever pretended to be founded on Scripture, are viſibly the 
Contrivances of Men (fallible both in their Opinious and Inter- 
pretations) and as 3s viſible in moſt of them, made with partial 
Views, and adapted to what the Occaſions of that time, and the 
preſent Circumſtances they were then in, were thought to require 
for the Support or Tuſtification of themſelves. Their Philoſophy 
alſo has its part in miſ-leading Men from the true Senſe of the 
Sacred Scripture. He that ſhall attentively read the Chriſtian 
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IWriters after the Age of the Apoſiles, will eaſily find how much 

the Philoſophy they were tinGured with, influenced them in their | 

Hil Underſtanding of the Books of the Old and New Teſtament. In =R% / 

1 the Ages wherein Platoniſm prevailed, the Conwerts to Chriftia- » 

" nity of that School, on all occaſronsy interpreted Holy W rit accir- bi 
wn ding to the Notions they had imbibd from that Philoſophy. Ari- 
Wh, ſtotle's DoErine had the ſame effe& in its turn, and when it de- 
2108 generated into the Peripateticiſm of the Schools, that too brought 
hi its Notions aud Diſtindious into Divinity, and affixed thew fo 
| i the Terms of the Sacred Scripture. And we may ſee ſtill how 
| at this day every ones Philoſophy regulates every ones Interpreta- 
tion of the Word of God. Thoje who are poſſeſſed with the Do- 
Frie of Aerial and Mtherial Vehicles, have thence borrowed an 

Interpretation of the Four firſt Verjes of 2 Cor. 5. without ha- | 
ving any Ground to think that St. Paul bad the leaſt Notion of 
any ſuch Vebiclcs. Tis plain that the teaching of Men Philoſophy, 
[ . was no part of the Deſign of Divine Revelation; but that the 
* Expreſſrons of Scripture are commonly ſuited in thoſe Matters to 
the Vulgar Apprebenſions and Conceptions of the Place and Peg- 
ple where they were delivered. And as to the Dottrine therein 
direfily taught by the Apoſtles, that tends wholly to the ſeting 
up the Kingdom of Fejus Chriſt in this World, and the Salwa- 
tion of Mens Souls, and in this tis plain their Expreſſrons were 
conformed to the Ideas and Notions which they bad received from 
Rewelation, or were conſequent from it. We ſhall therefore in 
vain £0 about t- inte pret their Words by the Notions of our 
Philojophy, and the D:Gtrines of Men deliver d in our Schools. 
This is to explam the Apoſtles meaning by what they newer 
thought of whilſt th:y were writing, which 1s not the way to find 
their Senſe in wi-at they deliwver'd, but our own, and to take up 
from their Writings not what they left there for us, but what we 

bring al'ng with us in our ſelves. He that would underſtand 

| ot, 
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St, Paul right, muſt underſtand his Terms in the Senſe he uſes 
them, and not as they are appropriated by each Man's particular 
* - Philoſopby, to Conceptions that never enter'd the Mind of the Apo- 
* file, For Example, he that ſhall bring the Phil:ſ;phy now taught 
' and receiv to the explaining of Spirit, Soul, and Body, men- 
tioned 1 Thefl. 5. 23. will 1 fear hardly reach St. Paul's Senſe, 
or repreſent to himſelf the Notions St. Paul then had in his Mind. 
T hat is what we ſhould aim at in reading him, or any other Author, 
and *till we from bis Words paint his very Ideas and Thoughts in 

our Minds, we donot underſtand him. 

In the Diviſtons I have made, 1 bawe indeavour'd the be I 
could to govern my ſelf by the Diverſity of Matter. But in a Wri- 
ter like St. Paul, 1t is not ſo eaſie always to find preciſely where 
one Subject ends, and another begins. He is full of the Matter 
be treats and writes with Warmth, which uſually negle&s Method, 

and thoſe Partitions and Pauſes which Men educated in the Schools 

of Rhetoricians uſually obſerve. Thoſe Arts of Writing St. Paul, 

as well out of Deſign as Temper, wholly laid by: The Subjef he 

had in hand, and the Grounds up:n which it ſtood firm, and by 

which he inforced it, was what alone he minded, and without ſo- 

lemnly winding up one Argument, and intimating any way that he 

began another, et his Thoughts, which were f-lly prſſeſs'd of the 

Matter, run in on: continued Train, wherein the Parts of his Diſ- 

courſe were wove one into another. So that it is [e\dom that the Scheme 

of his Diſcourſe makes any Gap ; and therefore without b, eaking im 

_ pon the Conneftion of bs Language, "th hardl Y poſſi : to ſeparate 

his Diſcourſe, and give a diſtin View of his ſeveral Arguments 
in diſtinct Sections. 

1 am far from pretending Infallibility in the Senſe 1 have any 
where given in my Paraphraſe or Notes ; That would be to erect 
my ſelf into an Apoſtle, a Preſunption of the higheſt Nature in 
any one that cannot confirm what he fays by Miracles. T have for 
my own Information fought the true Meaning as far as my re A- 

aties , 
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i bilities would reach. And I have unbiaſſed[y imbraced what upon 

fl a fair Enquiry appear'd ſo to me. This I thought my Duty and 
Intere$t in a Matter of ſo great Concernment to me. If I mu$t be- 
al lieve for my ſelf, it is unavoidable that I mu$E underſtand for my 


# | felf. For if I blindly and with an Implicit Faith take the Pope's 
kl Interpretation of the Sacred Scripture, without examining whether 
Wb, | it be Chriſt's Meaning, 'tis the Pope I believe in, and not in Chriſt ; 
With | "tis bis Authority I re$} upon ; 'tis what he ſays T imbrace : For 
j' F what *tis Chr1St fays, I neither know nor concern my ſelf. Tis the 
wo ſame thing when I ſet up any other Man in Chriſt's place, and nake 
8 him the Authentique Interpreter of Sacred Scripture to my ſelf. He 
Wt may poſſibly underſtand the Sacred Scripture as right as any Man, 
198 -but I hall do well to examin my ſelf, whether that which I do not 
T8 know, nay (which in the way I take) I can never know, can juſtt- 
Wt | fie me in making my ſelf his Diſciple, inſtead of Jeſus Chri&, who 


of Kight is alone and ought to be my only Lord and Maſter : and 
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b ; it will be no leſs Sacrilege in me to ſubſtitute to my ſelf any other in 
i his room, to be a Prophet, to me, than to be my King or Priest, 

"ſt The ſame Reaſons that put me upon doing what I have in theſe 
WW Papers done, will exempt me from all Suſpition of impoſing my In- 
"1 terpretation on others. The Reaſons that lead me into the Meaning 
"IF which prevail'd on my Mind, are ſet down with it, as far as they 
j I's carry Light and Conviction to any other Man's Underſtanding, ſo 
Wi far I hop? my I abour may be of ſome Uſe to him, beyond the Evi- 
L895 dence it carries with it, I adviſe bim not to follow mine, nor any 


Man's Interpretation. We are all Men liable to Errors, and in- 
feed with them ; but have this ſure way to preſerve our ſelves 
every one from danger by them, if laying aftde Sloth, Careleſſmeſs, 
Prejudice, Party, and a Reverence of Men, we betake our ſelves 
in earnest to the Study of the way to Salvation, in thoſe holy Wri- 
tings wherein God has reveal'd it from Heaven, and propos'd it to 
the World, ſecking our Religion where we are ſure it is in Truth to 
he found, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual things. 
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